EMBASSY STATEMENT  OF THE  " PAN AY "  SINKING	2OQ
I appreciate very much your coming here to-day and your
telling me all that you have told me. I appreciate the efforts which
have been made to get at the facts of this whole incident, and I
appreciate also the direct reports of Commander Takada and
Lieutenant-Colonel Nishi, which I have listened to with great
interest. There is being held a board of inquiry, a Naval Court
of Inquiry, by our Commander-in-Chief in Shanghai, Admiral
Yarnell. I have not yet received the findings of that court, nor
have I received the final report of the evidence which that court
has gathered. I know that it has been hearing witnesses of the
incident, among others the survivors, and has gone into the matter
as fully as possible. I hope shortly to have that report. I have,
however, received some of the evidence, and that evidence as
gathered by our Court of Inquiry coincides with many of the
facts presented by these two officers to-day, but that evidence
does not coincide with their evidence in all respects and there
are still certain discrepancies. A good deal has been said about
rumours. I am perfectly ready to grant that some rumours have
been passed around which may not have substantial basis, but I
also think the final evidence will show that some of these rumours
are based on fact.
Now to go back I will just tell you very briefly the attitude of
our Government—what we have done.
I first took up the matter the first of December, telling the Foreign
Minister about the fact that the Panay was there and that members
of our Embassy would be on board and asked that measures be
taken to avoid jeopardizing the ship. Then on the morning
of the 13th at 11.30, having received reports from Nanking and '
Shanghai that shells were falling around the Panay, I called on
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and told him of these reports and
asked that measures be taken to avoid jeopardizing American life
and property. At 3 o'clock the same day Mr. Hirota came to
see me, informed me of the incident of the bombing of the Panay,
and expressed deep apologies and the regret of the Japanese
Government, and the War and Navy Ministers did the same.
Subsequent expressions which have been conveyed to me from
Japanese people in all walks of life, who have come to see me or
who have written letters, have gone a long way to calm the feel-
ings of the American people, which were deeply stirred by the
incident. On the I4th I received instructions to present a note
setting forth the attitude of my Government and at 4 o'clock
I asked for an appointment with the Foreign Minister, who was
occupied. I was unable to see him until 8.30 o'clock, when I
presented the note.
In the meantime, at 5 o'clock, Mr. Yoshizawa brought me the
Japanese note which was responsive to some of the points in our
note but not to all the points, so we are still awaiting a further
communication.

